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AusSRC ARIA Program 2026 

Astronomy Resources for Industry Applications 

 

Guidelines and Conditions 

 

Key Dates  

Call for Applications: 25 March 2026 

Applications Close: 5 pm, Friday, 24 April 2026 

Awards Announced: June, 2026 

Funds Distributed: July, 2026 

 

 
                  Late applications will not be accepted. 
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1. Objectives   

The Australian SKA Regional Centre (AusSRC) is an un-incorporated joint venture that was established 

to support Australia’s contribution to the international network of SKA Regional Centres (SRCNet). The 

SRCNet will support the global flow of data and processing needed for the SKA telescopes – the two 

most advanced radio telescopes in the world, located in Australia and South Africa. 

 

One of the AusSRC goals is to support discovery and delivery of impact beyond radio astronomy. By 

working with industry to foster data-intensive innovations across sectors, the AusSRC aims to leverage 

astronomy capabilities to generate broad benefits to the Australian economy and community. 

 

The Astronomy Resources for Industry Applications (ARIA) program was established as an opportunity 

to provide AusSRC high-performance computing (HPC) to organisations who could use these 

resources to unlock innovations in their products and services, aligned with key technical priority areas. 

The focus is on organisations who would benefit from HPC resources but have challenges with access 

(e.g. small to medium enterprises and start-ups that don’t qualify for research-based schemes). 

 

For the 2026 inaugural round of the ARIA program, the AusSRC is offering to cover HPC-related 

expenses for projects that will unlock innovations across the following selected priorities:  

• Data Management 

• Data Visualisation  

• Data Compression 

 

Applications will be accepted from any industry (excluding astronomy) that can demonstrate that having 

their HPC expenses covered would enable them to innovate in one of the key priority areas. 

 

2. Funding and Project Duration 

A total funding pool of $50,000 is available. Up to $25,000 may be requested per application. 

Applications in excess of this will be deemed ineligible.  

 

Funding will commence from 6 July 2026 (or at an agreed alternative start date) and must be 

expended in line with the proposed budget in the following 12 months, concluding no later than 25 

June 2027.  

 

Funding is provided subject to the successful applicant entering into a Letter of Award with The 

University of Western Australia (as Head Agent for AusSRC). 

 

3. Eligibility 

• Applicants have an Australian Business Number (ABN) and their Entity Size is no larger than 

the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) definition of a Medium Size Entity (i.e. total annual 

income is less than $100 million, including Medium, Small, Micro, Nil and Loss Entity Sizes).  

• Each organisation may only submit one application.  

• Applicants either already have their own cloud tenancy agreement in place, or plan to enter 

into an agreement with a new service as part of the project (AusSRC will not be offering multi-

tenant or child-tenancy arrangements within their environment at this time).  

• Applicants may only request funding for eligible budget items (see Appendix). 

 

https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/research-and-statistics/in-detail/taxation-statistics/taxation-statistics-previous-editions/taxation-statistics-2013-14/reference-material/definitions-and-calculations
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The following will not be eligible to apply: 

• Publicly Funded Research Organisations (PFRO) projects. 

• Applicants from the astronomy industry.  

• Applicants who do not meet the above eligibility criteria.  

 

4. Application Process 

Applicants must submit an electronic copy of the application form (as one single PDF document) via 

the following process:   

a) Download and complete the Application Form available at https://aussrc.org/ARIA.  

b) Save their completed application in PDF format.  

c) Submit the completed PDF application form via email to impact@aussrc.org no later than 5 pm, 

Friday, 24 April 2026. Late applications will not be accepted.  

 

5. Selection Criteria and Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed and ranked according to the following criteria: 

• Project Outputs (40%) – The proposal outlines how the HPC expenses will directly enable 

activities that are significant, novel, or innovative. Including a description of tangible 

deliverables and a clear plan to deliver within the project duration.  

• Alignment to Technical Priority Areas (25%) – The proposal outlines how the enabled 

activities address problems in at least one of the key technical priority areas defined (data 

compression, data management or data visualisation).  

• Industry Demand (20%) – Evidence that there is demand within industry for the product or 

service development being enabled by the HPC expenses, or a plan to test that demand as 

part of the project. 

• Track Record (10%) – the proposal includes evidence of the organisation’s ability to deliver 

technical projects. 

• Development Opportunities and Inclusion/Diversity (5%) – How this funding enhances 

the capacity of your organisation’s team or promotes inclusion and diversity within your sector. 

 

Applications will be assessed by a committee chaired by the AusSRC Industry & External 

Engagement Lead.   

 

6. Administration and Reporting Requirements 

• Funding Allocation and Use 
Funding will be disbursed to successful applicants in accordance with their nominated or 
awarded commencement dates. All funds must be expended in alignment with the approved 
application budget and within the designated funding round timeframe. Any unspent funds at 
the conclusion of the funding period are required to be returned to AusSRC. 

• Extension Requests 
Requests for funding period extensions will be considered only in cases of unavoidable 
circumstances. Such requests must be submitted no later than five (5) weeks prior to the 
project’s end date via email to impact@aussrc.org. Extension requests must include: 

o A reason for the extension request; 
o An updated project timeline; and 
o A revised budget. 

https://aussrc.org/ARIA
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Significant deviations from the initial project intent may result in the request being denied. 

• Final Reporting Requirements 
Recipients are required to submit a final report within three (3) months following the 
completion of the project. The report must:  

o Provide a comprehensive account of all activities conducted using the awarded funding; 
and 

o Include a transaction report to substantiate fund-related expenditures. 

In addition to the written report, a short presentation of outcomes (including a demonstration of 
the product innovation, if applicable) should be provided to AusSRC. The showcase: 

o Can be at any of the AusSRC Partner sites (if Recipient is based in Perth, Metropolitan 
area) or conducted virtually over video conferencing software.  

AusSRC is open to engaging in discussions regarding project extensions, future collaborations 
and potential applications within the AusSRC, where applicable if of interest to the Recipient.  

Final reports should be submitted via email to impact@aussrc.org. 

• Marketing and Case Study Requirements 
Recipients are required to support the development of a case study within three (3) months 
following the completion of the project. This will involve:  

o An interview with the AusSRC Communications & Outreach Lead, focused on the 
outcomes that were enabled by this funding; and 

o Providing a Media Release for the use of the case study, and supporting materials, in 
future AusSRC reporting or promotional materials.  

7. Letter of Award and Terms of Funding 

Successful applicants will be required to enter into a Letter of Award with The University of Western 

Australia (as Head Agent for the Australian SKA Regional Centre). 

The Letter of Award will: 

• Confirm the approved funding amount and project period; and 

• Set out the binding terms and conditions of funding, including matters relating to intellectual 

property, confidentiality, modern slavery compliance and termination. 

• These Guidelines are incorporated into the Letter of Award by reference. Successful 

applicants must comply with both the Letter of Award and these Guidelines for the duration 

of the funded project. 
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Appendix: Guide to Appropriate Use of Funds 

Budget Items Supported 

Budget items that directly enable innovation through the utilisation of high-performance computing and 
storage may be funded from project funding, including: 

• Cloud compute resources: CPUs, GPUs, accelerated computing, parallel computing clusters, 

node hours, etc; 

• Storage and data management: cloud storage for large datasets and simulation outputs, high-

performance parallel file systems, data transfer and archival costs, database services for HPC 

workflow management; 

• Networking: high-bandwidth networking between compute nodes, data egress fees for results 

and outputs, load balancers for distributed workloads; 

• HPC platform services: access to managed HPC cluster services, job scheduling and 

workload management tools, HPC-specific software licences; 

• Non-cloud HPC access: time on shared supercomputing facilities, access fees for national or 

regional HPC centres.  

• Any other cloud infrastructure services that are directly necessary to support HPC workloads. 

Budget Items Not Supported 

• Personnel costs or salaries;  

• Travel or conference attendance; 

• General office IT infrastructure or standard business computing devices (laptops, desktops); 

• Utilities or physical hardware purchases (servers, networking equipment) unless specifically 

requested and approved in your application as part of a hybrid cloud strategy; 

• Non-HPC cloud services*  

• Any other costs not directly related to the in-scope budget items listed above. 

* Applicants should be aware that while this funding covers HPC costs, there may be additional cloud platform fees for 

account management, security, monitoring, and access tools that will need to be covered separately. 

 


